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The larvae are very varied in form, some being elongate, and
others short and thickened. In most cases they possess a
number of curious appendages on the head. These are short
and slender, and their function is .unknown. All the larvae
live in cases, which they carry about when feeding : when at
rest they usually attach the cases to the food-plant by silken
threads. They will, however, readily leave their cases if
alarmed. The cases are usually constructed of leaves, which
are folded and spun together with silk: in one species,
PeropTiora sanguinolenta, the case is constructed of the
caterpillar's excrement. Pupation takes place inside the case :
the pupa is capable of movement and has rows of spines on
the abdominal segments.
Perophorids are of no economic importance.
MEGALOPYGIBJS (Lagoidce).
Hind~wing with vein 8 remote from 7 and anastomosing
with the cell ; vein Ic present; frenulum absent; palpi
absent. Larva with 7 pairs of sucker feet.
This family is a small one, and is confined to the New World,
being found chiefly in tropical S. America.
The moths are small and of light colours, yellow or buff
being predominant. The bodies are stout and thickly covered
in hairs : there is frequently an anal tuft in the female. The
antennae are of moderate length and are bipectinate.
The larvae are elongate, and possess seven pairs of sucker feet
instead of the usual five. They are covered with long silky hair,
and in some cases are also furnished with poisonous bristles.
Pupation takes place usually underground in a tight cocoon
furnished with a trap-door for the emergence of the imago.
None of the Megalopygids are of economic importance.
LIMACODIDJE (Eudeidce ; Heterogeneidce ; Cochlididce).
Hind-wing with vein 8 distinct from 7 and anastomosing
with the cell; vein Ic present; frenulum present. Larvae
slug-like, without sucker feet.
These are mainly small moths, usually dull brown in colour,
but occasionally apple-green. The body is short and the wings